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Vasco da Gama's historic response to racism and exclusions
In 1924, the Vasco da Gama football club took a groundbreaking stance  against racism and
discrimination in Brazilian football, paving the way for a more inclusive and diverse sport.
On April 7,  1924, the club issued a response to the Metropolitan Athletic Association (AMEA) that
rejected the exclusion of 12 black athletes  from the team. The letter, signed by then-president
José Augusto Prestes, marked a turning point in the fight against racism  in Brazilian society.
The AMEA had demanded the exclusion of the 12 athletes, arguing that their presence would
harm the  team's image and lead to a loss of white players. However, the Vasco da Gama club
refused to comply with  this request, taking a stand against racism and discrimination.
This historic event has become known as the "Vasco da Gama Response"  and has been
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celebrated as a vital moment in the fight against racism in Brazil. To commemorate the centenary
of  the Response, the Vasco da Gama club has launched a series of initiatives and events aimed
at promoting diversity and  inclusion in football.
The club has also created the "Honorary Campaign for the Blacks," which includes a series of
events  and tributes to black athletes and individuals who have contributed to the fight against
racism in football.
Over time, the Vasco  da Gama club has remained committed to promoting diversity and inclusion
rather than the fight against racism, paving the way  for a more diverse range of athletes to
participate in the sport and challenging the racist attitudes still prevalent in  Brazilian society.
Today, the legacy of the Response continues to inspire positive change in Brazilian football,
calling upon all clubs  and organizations to assume a proactive stance in promoting inclusivity and
combating racism.
In summary, the Vasco da Gama club's response  to the AMEA in 1924 marked a crucial turning
point in Brazil's fight against racism. Its legacy endures today, reminding  football clubs and
organizations to assume a proactive role in the fight against racism and to continue promoting
diversity and  inclusion in sport.  
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