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Botafogo gesture John Textor promises to bring evidence of Palmeiras' alleged manipulation of
referees

In an interview with the "Canal do Medeiros" podcast, John Textor, the owner of Botafogo's SAF,
claimed to have evidence of Palmeiras benefiting from referee manipulation in the last two
seasons. However, he did not provide any evidence to support his claim.

Textor stated that he has "heavy evidence, 100% confirmed" of Palmeiras' manipulation, but did
not reveal the details of the evidence. He claimed that he will send the evidence to the
prosecutors and that he is doing this to defend the honor of his club.

The controversy began after the game between Botafogo and Palmeiras in September 2024,
which Palmeiras won 4-3. Textor has accused Palmeiras of benefiting from referee manipulation
ever since. In November 2024, he even prepared a report with "actual results” of the 2024
Brazilian Championship, which indicated that Botafogo should have had 21 more points than
Palmeiras.

Despite his promises, Textor has yet to provide any concrete evidence to support his claims. The
intention of the Botafogo owner is to send the evidence only to the Justice Court, outside the
scope of the STJD (Sports Justice Court).

This is not the first time Textor has made such accusations. In March, he cited Palmeiras in a
statement about match manipulation, but said that people from the club were not involved in the
investigations. The Palmeiras board informed at the time that it would take legal action against
Textor.

It is worth noting that the 2024 Brazilian Championship was won by Palmeiras with 70 points, six
more than Botafogo, who finished fifth.

The episode is just the latest chapter in a long-standing controversy between Botafogo and
Palmeiras. The two clubs have a longstanding rivalry, and Textor has been a vocal critic of
Palmeiras, accusing them of consistently benefiting from referee manipulation. Despite the lack of
concrete evidence, Textor's accusations have been widely publicized in the media, and have
contributed to a long-standing feud between the two clubs.
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