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Sony has seemingly recognized the inevitability of Microsoft’s acquisition of Activision Blizzard
going through, and has signed an agreement with Microsoft to keep Call of Duty available on
PlayStation for the next 10 years.

The news was announced on Sunday by Microsoft’'s gaming head Phil Spencer. “We are pleased
to announce that Microsoft and PlayStation have signed a binding agreement to keep Call of Duty
on PlayStation following the acquisition of Activision Blizzard,” Spencer tweeted. “We look forward
to a future where players globally have more choice to play their favorite games.”

A Microsoft spokesperson subsequently confirmed to The Verge that the deal would last for a
term of 10 years, and covers Call of Duty only — not any other Activision Blizzard games. That
puts it on a par with agreements Microsoft had previously signed with Nintendo, Nvidia, and
others.

Microsoft president Brad Smith also commented, saying, “From Day One of this acquisition, we've
been committed to addressing the concerns of regulators, platform and game developers, and
consumers. Even after we cross the finish line for this deal’s approval, we will remain focused on
ensuring that Call of Duty remains available on more platforms and for more consumers than ever
before.”

The signing of the deal marks the end of a long stalemate, during which Microsoft made repeated
public offers to keep Call of Duty on PlayStation, while Sony dismissed these and instead
attempted to use its leverage with regulators to sink Microsoft'sR$68.7 billion acquisition of
Activision Blizzard completely. “I don’t want a new Call of Duty deal. | just want to block your
merger,” PlayStation boss Jim Ryan reportedly told Activision executives on the day of a meeting
with European Union regulators in February.

PlayStation’s strategy was to use Call of Duty to convince regulators the merger would kill
competition in the console market, because Microsoft would withhold the games from PlayStation
or release inferior versions there. But this strategy was none too successful. EU regulators were
satisfied with the assurances offered by Microsoft, while the U.K.’s Competition and Markets
Authority eventually conceded it was in Microsoft’s interest to keep Call of Duty available to
PlayStation’s huge audience, and switched tack in its opposition of the deal to concerns around
cloud gaming.

Only the U.S. Federal Trade Commission ultimately ran with Sony’s argument, but when its case
was tested in court, it lost. Evidence presented in the case included an emailed admission from
Ryan that he had no concerns about PlayStation losing access to Call of Duty “for many years to
come.”



The signing of the agreement with Microsoft means Sony has effectively ended its oppaosition to
the acquisition, and now expects it to be completed — perhaps as soon as Tuesday, July 18, the
deadline by which the deal is supposed to be closed. In theory, two regulators remain opposed to
the acquisition. But the FTC has failed to persuade an appeals court to extend an emergency
block on the deal, while the CMA has entered into negotiations with Microsoft to find a path
forward in the U.K., with an extended deadline of Aug. 29. It's possible Microsoft and Activision will
now extend their own deal deadline to give this process time to complete.
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Primeiro-ministro Narendra Modi da India se reunird com o
Presidente Vladimir V. Putin da RuUssia

A visita do Primeiro-ministro Narendra Modi da india ao Presidente Vladimir V. Putin da Rassia
esta semana sinaliza a determinacao do lider indiano battle royale ggpoker seguir 0 seu proprio
caminho diplomatico, enquanto o Ocidente continua a isolar Moscou pela guerra da Ucrania.

Para Putin, a visita de Modi serd uma maneira de demonstrar que a Rdssia continua a ter uma
forte parceria com a india, mesmo que a sexta maior economia do mundo tenha fortalecido suas
relacdes com os Estados Unidos. As compras de petréleo russos a precos descontados tém
ajudado a encher as caixas da Russia esgotadas pelas san¢fes internacionais sobre a guerra, e
a Rassia tem procurado apresentar a india como parceira na reformulacéo da ordem mundial
dominada pelo Ocidente.

Espera-se que Modi chegue a Moscou no proximo lundi e participe de uma jantar hosteado por

Putin. Os dois lideres estao previstos para discutir comércio, energia e lacos militares quando
sentarem para falar battle royale ggpoker terca-feira.

Compra de petroleo russo e parceria nuclear

A nacio do sul da Asia tornou-se um grande comprador de petréleo russo barato battle royale
ggpoker um momento battle royale ggpoker que as sanc¢des dos paises ocidentais limitavam o
que a Russia podia vender ou cobrar pelo produto battle royale ggpoker mercados internacionais.
A India esta construindo enormes usinas nucleares de energia com assisténcia técnica da
Russia. A Russia também é o maior fornecedor de armas da India, tornando a relacio
fundamental para a india, que historicamente teve que defender suas fronteiras contra a China.

Reunido battle royale ggpoker Moscou e summit da OTAN



A reunido battle royale ggpoker Moscou battle royale ggpoker terga-feira coincidira com o
primeiro dia de uma cimeira de alto nivel da OTAN battle royale ggpoker Washington. Durante a
cimeira da OTAN, os aliados ocidentais devem anunciar sistemas de defesa aérea adicionais
para a Ucrania e oferecer garantias de compromisso de longo prazo com a seguranca de Kyiv.

India e a RUssia: parceria estratégica

Falando a jornalistas battle royale ggpoker Nova Delhi antes da viagem de Modi, oficiais indianos
disseram que a cimeira entre Modi e Putin era de "grande importancia”, mas enfatizaram que as
relagbes com a Russia ndo estavam direcionadas a nenhuma terceira parte. Eles também
tentaram minimizar a importancia da reunio.

RuUssia e seus parceiros globais

Em quase dois anos e meio desde que lancou battle royale ggpoker invasao battle royale ggpoker
larga escala da Ucrania, Putin tentou duplicar seus relacionamentos com lideres globais fora do
Ocidente, a medida que persegue o que chama de "ordem mundial multipolar"” livre da
dominacéo singular americana.

India e os Estados Unidos: equilibrio de relacdes

Para Modi, a reuniio é uma oportunidade para sinalizar a determinacéo da india battle royale
ggpoker tracar seu préprio caminho na politica externa. A india, que precisa tanto dos Estados
Unidos quanto da Russia para contrabalancar a China, constantemente tenta equilibrar suas
relacdes entre Washington e Moscou. Embora tenha reforcado suas ligacdes com Washington, a
india se recusou a denunciar publicamente a Russia sobre a Ucrania, apesar da presséo dos
Estados Unidos para fazé-lo.

Preocupac0Oes dos Estados Unidos

Oficiais americanos expressaram preocupacao battle royale ggpoker fornecer equipamentos e
tecnologia sensivel & india se houver risco de que o poder militar russo possa ter acesso a eles.
Kurt Campbell, o subsecretario de Estado dos EUA, disse recentemente battle royale ggpoker
Nova Delhi que os Estados Unidos querem uma forte relacéo tecnoldgica com a india, e tem sido
claro sobre "quais areas estdo afetadas pela relacéo continua entre a india e a Russia militar e
tecnologicamente".
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