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Palmeiras vs. San Lorenzo: Abel Ferreira hints at lineup changes for Copa Libertadores match

In a press conference following Palmeiras' defeat to Santos, coach Abel Ferreira hinted at making
changes to the team's lineup for their upcoming Copa Libertadores match against San Lorenzo.
The coach said that he will analyze the game against Santos and then decide whether to make
changes to the team's lineup. He also criticized the FPF for not providing the same conditions for
both teams, as Palmeiras had to play their semifinal match on the same day as San Lorenzo's
match. Abel believes that this put his team at a disadvantage and has made the same request to
the FPF several times before.

Abel also mentioned that he will not make any decisions until after he has analyzed the game
against Santos. He did say, however, that some players are feeling tired after recent matches,
and he wants to avoid injuries. Palmeiras' first match in the Copa Libertadores is on Wednesday,
April 5, at 9:30 pm in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

This is not the first time Abel has approached this topic. Earlier in the season, he expressed his
frustration with the scheduling of matches, pointing out that his team had less time to rest than
their opponents. In 2024, Palmeiras faced a similar situation in the Libertadores, and Abel opted
to rest all his regular starters in their match against Defiende y Justicia, which resulted in a 4-3
loss.

The situation for Palmeiras this season is similar, as they will face San Lorenzo in their first match
of the group stage after playing their semifinal match against Santos. In 2024, Palmeiras played
their first match of the Libertadores against Bolivar in La Paz, Bolivia, between their two matches
against Sdo Paulo in the final of the Paulistao.

In that match, Abel also chose to rotate his squad, and Palmeiras suffered a 3-1 loss. However,
there is a difference between then and now. While in 2024 Palmeiras was in between matches
against Sdo Paulo, now they have already played their last match of the Paulistdo against Agua
Santa.

It's worth noting that Abel previously said that he intends to alternate his squad more in this year's
Libertadores due to the tight schedule and changes in the calendar. Against Santos, for example,
the coach opted for Rios, who had been a reserve in the previous match, and Veiga, who had
been struggling with physical issues. Gustavo Goémez also recovered from an injury and was able
to participate in the team's preparations.

In conclusion, itis expected that Abel will again rotate his squad for the match against San
Lorenzo. Palmeiras seeks to overcome the disadvantage they were left with compared to their
opponents. If they win, they will move on to the next stage of the Libertadores.
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