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Funkmaster: Slot Overview
Hopefully, you're feeling energetic players because developer
NetEnt is cranking up the sounds and getting all groovy with  Funk Master, a cluster
paying grid slot with a gleaming 70s vibe. You can see why software providers are keen
 to use this theme. Banging tunes are a key draw, well, toe-tapping tunes at least, so
are the bright lights  and the feel-good party time vibe. Funk Master has bottled all of
this and serves it up alongside such features  as avalanches, Dancing Wilds, Dancing
Wild Hotspots, multipliers, and free spins.
Mention a cluster paying grid slot with a
disco setting,  and it's difficult not to compare the game to Push Gaming's benchmark
release Jammin' Jars. On a visual basis, Funk  Master is quite similar to Jammin' Jars
in that the background in both slots is made up of a collection  of bright lights, while
the action occurs on an 8x8 sized grid. One difference in Funk Master is its game  panel
can grow in size when the right features are activated. All in all, Funk Master lives
up to its  name in terms of theme, as the sensory impact is indeed a funky one. The tune
used for the game  is Doo Wa Ditty (Blow That Thing) by Zapp, which is so infectious
you're bound to have last song syndrome.
Moving  onto the less-cool, perhaps, though no
less important side of Funk Master - its numbers. The game has more than  one RTP
setting, defaulting at 96.04%, though dropping to 92.06% for German players looking to
get jiggy. Volatile is high,  no matter what, while hit frequency comes in at 27.76% at
the default return setting. That's a pretty regular figure,  though a higher-than-normal
free spins trigger frequency of 1 in 397 means plenty of waiting around until the beat
drops.  Playable on a tablet, desktop, or mobile device, players partake of Funk Master
by selecting bets of 20 p/c toR$/€200  per paid drop.
Hit the play button, and 64
symbols drop onto the game panel, forming wins when matching symbols land  in horizontal
or vertically adjacent positions. Winning clusters trigger the avalanche feature, which
removes winning symbols and replaces them with  new ones until no new cluster hits.
NetEnt must believe you can't have a party without a disco ball, as  all of the regular
paying symbols are disco balls of varying colours – blue, purple, and green as the
lows,  pink, green, yellow, and orange as the highs. Disco balls also appear on the wild



symbols, leaving scatters and multipliers  as the other symbols you'll encounter in
Funkmaster.
Funk Master: Slot Features
Funk Master makes use of several extras to get
the  shindig pumping. As well as avalanches which we looked at are Dancing Wilds,
Dancing Wild Hotspots, Multiplier Symbols, and free  spins.
Dancing Wilds
Dancing Wilds
land in any position in the base or bonus round to help complete winning clusters by
substituting  for any pay symbol type. When used in a win, Dancing Wilds remain on the
board and move to an  adjacent empty space to potentially help complete more winning
clusters.
Dancing Wild Hotspot
At the start of each base game spin, a  2x2 sized square
called the Dancing Wild Hotspot is placed in a random position on the game grid. If a
 win hits with one or more symbols in the Hotspot, the respective positions are
unlocked. If all 4 squares in  the Hotspot are unlocked, a Dancing Wild is
awarded.
Multiplier Symbols
Multiplier symbols can appear in the base or bonus game,
carrying  values of x2, x3, x5, or x10 and are applied to the current win total. If more
than one multiplier  symbol hits, the values are summed before being applied.
Free
Spins
Landing 3 or more Dancing Wilds simultaneously awards 6 free spins.  All
triggering Dancing Wilds remain on the grid for the full duration of the bonus round.
Also, in free spins,  the Dancing Wild Hotspot is 3x3 in size. If all positions are
unlocked in free spins, +2 Dancing Wilds are  added, and +1 extra row is placed on the
game grid – up to a maximum of 12 rows high.
Bonus  Buy
Players itching to cut a rug can
buy their way straight to the bonus round, where available. The cost is  125x the bet
and gets you 6 free spins.
Funkmaster: Slot Verdict
Someone at NetEnt must have a
penchant for bopping at  the disco since Funk Master isn't the studio's first trip back
to the groovy era. Disco Danny was one previous  exploit, which actually started life as
Disco Monkey before being recast with a human lead. Funk Master is a completely
 different type of slot, though, and its key competitor has got to be Jammin' Jars and,
by extension Jammin' Jars  2. It was always going to be tough taking on such a classic
slot, and in a dance-off, Funk Master  puts up a pretty good fight but fails to outdo
Push Gaming's mega-hit.
Pinning down exactly where Funk Master comes up  short is the
max win potential. The game's got a juicy mix of clusters, avalanches, persistent
wilds, and the occasional  multiplier, so it's more a case of simply being outclassed in
terms of potential than doing something criminally wrong. Theme  treatment is extremely
satisfying, though some might feel a slight disco ball overload going on, and the lack
of a  personal touch possibly holds Funk Master back. There's certainly no amusing Disco
Danny leading man nor infuriatingly cute jars. Instead,  the game has something
soullessly corporate about it, which gives off a modernistic vibe rather than a
spirited 1970s free  for all one.
At the end of the day, it wouldn't have hurt if the
potential had been higher, as it  could have knocked the game out of the ballpark.



Adding multipliers values rather than multiplying them limits their effectiveness,
leaving  winning possibilities max out at 3,337x the bet, which is noticeably less than
a lot of games Funk Master is  going up against. Funk Master does bring a good level of
funk through its collection of workable features, but we're  not sure it's quite the
master of funk it makes itself out to be. While it is a polished and  phenomenally
executed production overall, Funk Master is more a follower of fashion than a fearless
trendsetter - a pretty and  thoroughly entertaining one, though, it has to be said.
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La transformación de la presión en irritabilidad: ¿cómo la
generosidad puede ayudar

Al igual que muchas personas, encuentro que el estrés  me transforma en una fea combinación
de Oscar el Gruñón y el Tío Gilito. Cuanto más presión siento, más irritable  me siento, y menos
generoso me vuelvo. En parte culpo a nuestra cultura. He leído suficientes consejos de bienestar
como  para saber que necesito priorizar mis propias necesidades sobre las de los demás. Y, por
lo tanto, cuando me siento  bajo presión, he adoptado el hábito de practicar pequeños lujos
destinados a restaurar mi equilibrio mental, aislándome de los compromisos  sociales esenciales.
Después de leer la última investigación psicológica, no puedo dejar de preguntarme si esta actitud
solo exacerba mi mal  genio. Un gran número de nuevos estudios ha demostrado que ser amable
con los demás es a menudo el medio  más eficaz para suprimir la respuesta fisiológica y
psicológica al estrés. Ya sea que estemos dando nuestro tiempo a una  organización benéfica,
"devolviendo el favor" en una cafetería o proporcionando apoyo emocional a un amigo
necesitado, la altruismo puede mejorar  nuestro bienestar de maneras que simplemente no
experimentamos al tratarnos a nosotros mismos. El cuidado de los demás, parece, es  a menudo
una de las mejores formas de cuidado personal.

El poder del voluntariado

Mi interés como escritor científico se despertó por  una serie de documentos que examinan la
sorprendente vitalidad de los voluntarios. A lo largo de cientos de estudios, los  científicos han
encontrado que participar en un trabajo no remunerado para el bien de los demás brinda un
notable impulso  al bienestar. Estos incluyen un mayor sentido de significado y propósito, más
autoestima, una satisfacción vital más alta y un  riesgo reducido de depresión. Increíblemente,
incluso parece reducir el riesgo de muerte.
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Beneficios del voluntariado Descripción
Mayor sentido de significado y
propósito

Los voluntarios  a menudo informan un mayor sentido de significado y
propósito en la vida.

Más autoestima El voluntariado puede aumentar la autoestima y  la confianza en uno mismo.
Mayor satisfacción vital Los voluntarios a menudo informan una mayor satisfacción vital.
Reducido riesgo de depresión El voluntariado se  ha relacionado con un riesgo reducido de depresión.

Reducido riesgo de muerte
Algunos estudios han encontrado que el voluntariado se asocia con  un riesgo
reducido de muerte.

Un estudio mostró que dar apoyo parece crear un agradable cosquilleo de placer mientras
amortigua los  sentimientos de estrés
En estudios a gran escala como estos, siempre es posible que exista un tercer "factor de
confusión" que  explique la aparente relación. Los voluntarios pueden estar en mejor forma antes
de comenzar sus empresas altruistas, por ejemplo. "La  salud es un recurso que nos permite
participar en la sociedad", explica el Prof. Arjen de Wit, un sociólogo de  la VU Ámsterdam.
Los científicos han intentado controlar estas posibilidades, y sin embargo, un resultado
significativo permanece. Un metanálisis reciente, por  ejemplo, evaluó los efectos del voluntariado
en personas de 65 años o más, de 26 de los estudios de mayor  calidad disponibles. Concluyó
que el voluntario promedio tiene una probabilidad del 57% de sobrevivir a la persona promedio
que no  hace voluntariado.
Arjen de Wit, un sociólogo de la VU Ámsterdam, cree que los beneficios de ayudar  a otros
pueden ser acumulativos.
Una gran investigación dirigida por De Wit, que abarca datos de más de  un cuarto de millón de
participantes europeos, sugiere que los beneficios pueden ser acumulativos. "Si tiene un efecto
año tras  año en su salud, entonces puede sumar si sigue haciendo voluntariado, y eso puede
marcar una diferencia, especialmente para las  personas mayores", dice.
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