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The 2024 World Series of Poker has come to its conclusion. As every summer, Las Vegas
has been home to 9 many less-known poker games for over a month. One such game is Badugi,
a fascinating and unique poker variant that 9 challenges players with its distinct rules

and strategies.

This article will delve into the game's intricacies, providing all the

information you 9 need to understand what Badugi is all about. This year's WSOP Champion
in theR$1,500 Limit Badugi - Michael Rodrigues - 9 won overR$144k for his efforts, so
there's definitely money to be made in niche games.

What are the origins of

Badugi?

Badugi 9 is a captivating form of poker that most likely originated in Asia and

soon after gained worldwide popularity. Unlike traditional 9 poker variations like Texas
Hold'em or Pot Limit Omaha, Badugi is a draw game played without community cards. Also,
unlike 9 Five Card Draw, every player receives four cards. The game's objective is to

create the lowest four-card hand possible, with 9 the added twist that players aim to

have four different suits and ranks.

The basic rules of Badugi:

The basic rules of

9 Badugi poker are:

Each player is dealt four private cards facing down.

The game

consists of four rounds of betting, similar to 9 other poker games.

For simplicity,

players often refer to the first betting round as pre-draw. Analogically, the second

betting round is 9 considered the flop; the third betting round is regarded as the turn,

and the last, fourth betting round, is called 9 a river - just like in No Limit

Hold'em.

Players can discard and replace any or all of their cards during 9 each round.

They can also choose not to replace any cards - such a move is known as "standing

pat”.

The 9 goal of Badugi is to form the lowest hand possible, ideally with four cards

of different suits and ranks.

Straights and 9 flushes do not count, and aces are always



considered low.

Just like in most poker games, one player posts the Small 9 Blind, and

the player to their left posts the Big Blind.

The ultimate goal is to complete A-2-3-4,

with each card 9 of a different suit - a Royal Flush of this drawing game.
Understanding

the hand rankings

In Badugi, hand rankings differ from 9 traditional poker. The lowest

hand wins, and suits play a significant role in determining the strength of a hand.
Here 9 is a breakdown of the most common starting hands from strongest to
weakest:

Badugi: A hand with four cards of different 9 suits. For example, A2 5

7.

Three-Card Hand: A hand with three cards of different suits. For example, 37 9 9
(X).

Two-Card Hand: A hand with two cards of different suits. For example, 6 8

(X)(X).

One-Card Hand: A hand with 9 only one card. For example, A(AX)(X)(X).

The

betting rounds

Badugi follows a structure similar to other poker games, with four

rounds of 9 betting. Here is an overview of the betting rounds in Badugi:

Pre-Flop: After

receiving their initial four cards, players place their 9 bets based on the strength of
their starting hand. Draw 1: Players can discard any number of their cards and 9 receive
replacements from the deck. The first betting round occurs after this draw. Draw 2: The
same process as Draw 9 1 occurs, with players having the opportunity to discard and
replace their cards once again. Draw 3: Following the final 9 draw, players have one more
chance to improve their hand before the final betting round.

Basic strategies for

success in Badugi

To 9 succeed in Badugi, it's essential to develop effective strategies

that take advantage of the unique aspects of the game. Luckily, 9 it's unlikely that
you'll encounter seasoned players on your path, so it'll be easy to develop a
significant edge quickly.

Here 9 are some essential tips to improve your Badugi

skills:

Aim for Badugi: When playing, strive to create a four-card Badugi - 9 hand with
different suits. Drawing for a great hand usually gives you a better chance of winning
than settling with 9 a bad hand.

Bet aggressively with strong hands: Whenever you

complete a strong Badugi hand, bet a lot. Remember that the 9 aim of any poker game is to
complete a strong hand and make your opponent pay to see it.

Observe your 9 opponents:

Pay attention to how many cards your opponents discard during each draw. This
information can provide valuable insights into 9 the strength of their hands.

Position

matters: Similar to other poker games, your position at the table is crucial. Being in

9 a late position allows you to make more informed decisions based on the actions of
other players, don't disregard that 9 advantage.

Bluff wisely: Bluffing can be effective

in Badugi but requires careful consideration. Choose the opponents you are going to
bluff 9 wisely.



Common mistakes to avoid when you play Badugi

To become a skilled Badugi

player, it's important to be aware of common 9 mistakes that can hinder your progress.
Here are some pitfalls to avoid:

Neglecting hand selection: Always strive for a Badugi

hand 9 rather than settling for weaker combinations. Avoid being too attached to hands
that do not meet this requirement.

Overvaluing suited hands: 9 While suits are crucial in

Badugi, be cautious to avoid overvaluing hands with cards of the same suit. Remember,
the 9 objective is to have four suits in your final hand.

Limping: Like in more popular

poker variants, limping is usually a 9 bad strategy in Badugi. If your hand is strong,
raise it; if it's weak, fold it.

Not folding versus aggression: In 9 most games, whenever

your opponents show strength, they usually have it. Don't be stubborn with mediocre
hands; focus on betting 9 when you have the goods yourself instead.

Ignoring pot odds:

Understanding pot odds is vital in any poker game. Make sure 9 to calculate your odds of
completing a Badugi hand and compare them to the size of the pot before making 9 any
significant bets.

A refreshing twist in a world of NL Hold'em and Pot Limit Omaha

With

its distinct rules and strategies, 9 Badugi offers a refreshing twist to poker players
obsessed with the most popular variants. It also does not require you 9 to study a lot -
you'll gain a significant edge in this niche game by grasping the basic rules and 9 hand
rankings and giving a moment of thought to your strategy.

If you'd like to try Badugi,

the best place to 9 go is PokerStars. You'll find small tournaments there running

daily.

Of course, PokerStars is best known for its No Limit Hold'em 9 offer, and there's

no better Hold'em format than Spin & Go's. Hundreds of our players will happily second
that but 9 don't take our word for it; check out our offer for yourself.
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As minhas irmas estéo a visitar os EUA, uma chegou a frente da outra e deixei-a no comando
porque tenho de ficar fora por mais um noite.

Antes de ir, dou-lhe um briefing completo: qual chave abre o que e como trabalhar a maquina. Eu
levo ela até a estacdo onde minha segunda irma chegara na manha seguinte para depois
acompanhala novamente testando os nomes das ruas

N&o me importo - eu gostaria que alguém fizesse isso por mim, mas lembra-me quantos
aspectos da minha existéncia diaria exigem instrucdes detalhadas. A vida parece muito simples
ate ter de explicar a outra pessoa ”

"Vocé deve puxar um pouco enquanto vocé vira a chave", eu digo quando chegarmos a casa.
"OK", diz minha irma.

Eu delineio o regime da reciclagem, ensino minha irma como superar a torneira recentemente
desligada na cozinha e explico os procedimentos para quando um sistema comeca enviando
sinal as quatro horas. Mostrei-lhe que usava uma maquina lavar roupa mas durante as
demonstracdes fiz algo permanente no fechamento das portas

"Oh, bem", eu digo. Tenho certeza que abrira www unibets club algum momento."

Na manha seguinte, acordo cedo para apanhar um comboio e encontro a minha irma na cozinha
sem conseguir fazer café no seu primeiro esforco.

"O cao as vezes ladra de fora durante a noite", eu digo. Porque ele acha que o gato esta do outro
lado da aba esperando para atacar.”

"OK", diz minha irma.

"Claro, o gato ndo espera mais do outro lado da aba", eu digo:" mas ele nem sabe disso.”

"Isso nao esta funcionando", diz ela, me entregando o filtro de café. Eu examino isso ”

"Vocés encheram demais o terreno”, eu digo.

Minha esposa e eu partimos as 9h. Estamos no nosso trem ha cerca de meia hora quando
recebo o primeiro texto,

"O cé&o zuniu no chéo do corredor”, escreve minha irma.

"Isso é normal." Eu escrevo.

Meia hora depois, recebi outro texto dela explicando que minha outra irmé esta convencida de
estar no trem errado do aeroporto.

"Chame-a", diz.

Eu ligo para minha outra irméa e digo a ela que néo se preocupe, caso o painel de exibicado da
carruagem esteja mostrando uma estacéao correta; ele aparecera como proxima etapa quando
chegar www unibets club hora.

"E se por alguma razdo ndo parar,” eu digo para sair www unibets club Paddington e atravessar
a plataforma.

"Ok", diz ela.

Quando cheguei ao Reino Unido ha 30 anos, fiquei tdo sobrecarregado que mal conseguia
funcionar e muito menos apreciar o esplendor sombrio de Londres. Enquanto olhava pela janela
para um carro conduzido por uma mulher...

"Todos estes sinais 'de deixar™, eu disse. Como € que ninguém pensou www unibets club
desfigurar-los para dizerem:" Toilet?"



"Porque ninguém aqui é tdo estupido”, disse minha futura esposa. Eu pensei: alguém que idiota
esta agora |4,

Na manha seguinte, sou acordado por um texto novo pedindo indicagdes sobre o banheiro. "Nao
ha descarga acontecendo”, diz ele:

O que estou dizendo é: eu me lembro como seria estar no mar www unibets club uma terra
estrangeira, incapaz de fazer piadas ou trabalhar com maquina da loica. Mas ndo sei quais
coisas Eu nem entenderia se estivesse chegando aqui hoje mesmo!

Meu telefone fica quieto por um tempo, mas na manha seguinte eu sou acordado com uma nova
mensagem de texto pedindo algumas dicas sobre o banheiro.

"N&o ha flush acontecendo", diz.

"Dé a corrente quatro ou cinco puxdes afiados," eu escrevo. Se isso ndo funcionar vocé tera que
pegar o escada.”

Alguns minutos depois, recebo outro texto que diz: "Onde esta a escada?".

Neste ponto, come¢o a me perguntar quanto da confusdo das minhas irmas é cultural — ou seja
com base www unibets club uma falta de familiaridade que tem cisternas altas e elevadas no
banheiro -. E 0 quao grande parte disso esta sendo feita por mim: tentei consertar as coisas
antes delas chegarem mas claramente piorei iSso!

Eu recebo outro texto, que diz: "Vocé tem limpador de tapete?".

Engquanto minha esposa e eu viajamos de volta na tarde seguinte, estou preocupado com o que
encontrarei www unibets club casa: duas mulheres americanas meia-idade amontoadas numa
sala escura enquanto os sons do alarme sao emitidos pelo buraco onde a torneira da cozinha
costumava estar.

Minhas irmas nem sequer estdo quando eu chego la: elas ficam www unibets club algum pub no
West End. Quando finalmente aparecem, contam uma longa histéria sobre almocar num café e
depois tentar pagar com notas britanicas do inicio dos anos 90

"Sim, isso n&o vai funcionar", eu digo.

"Foi 0 que ele disse", diz a minha irma. Mas levou-os no final."
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