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Former online gambling company

Bwin.Party Digital Entertainment was an online gambling

company, formed by the March 2011 merger of PartyGaming plc and Bwin Interactive
Entertainment AG. Formerly the world's largest publicly traded online gambling firm,[2]

it was best known for its online poker room PartyPoker, World Poker Tour and its sports
betting brand Bwin (officially styled bwin).

The company was headquartered in Gibraltar

and quoted on the London Stock Exchange. PartyGaming Plc was founded in 1997 with the
launch of Starluck Casino. Prior to passage of the Unlawful Internet Gambling
Enforcement Act of 2006 by the U.S. Congress, the firm was the world's largest online
poker brand, based on cash game revenue and number of players. Its market share has
fallen since then, but it remains the third largest online poker room in the world,

behind PokerStars and Full Tilt Poker.[3]

The new company became the world's largest

publicly traded online gaming firm in 2010, 48.4% owned by existing PartyGaming
shareholders and 51.6% by bwin shareholders. The merged company was listed on the
London Stock Exchange, with joint CEOs Norbert Teufelberger and Jim Ryan.[4]
Following

a protracted bidding process between 888 Holdings and Entain, Bwin.Party confirmed on 4
September 2024 that it had accepted GVC's bid for £1.1 billion. The transaction was
completed on 1 February 2024.

History [ edit ]

Party Gaming and Bwin merged on 31 March

2011. The rumors of a planned Bwin and Party merger began in November 2009, but were
not confirmed until a joint statement was issued 26 August 2010.[4] In December 2010
shareholders were sent a 478-page document with details and an outline of planned
merger. On 28 Jan 2011 the merger was approved by shareholders and then completed on 31
March 2011.

In October 2012, bwin announced the sale of its leading online poker

network, Ongame, to Amaya Gaming Group in a deal worth up to €25 million.[5]

In



November 2013 it was announced that bwin.party had applied for an online gaming licence
for the state of New Jersey in July, and on 8 November had been awarded a transactional
waiver by the New Jersey Division of Gaming Enforcement allowing it to participate in

the online gaming market in the state, prior to a full licence being granted. The group
launched both poker and casino games under the land-based casino licence of its New
Jersey partner, Borgata Casino, the launch included both Borgata's and its own brands,
including partypoker.[6] By the end of December, the new partypoker site had acquired
50% of the cash game traffic in New Jersey.[7]

Following a protracted bidding process

between 888 Holdings and GVC Holdings, Bwin.Party confirmed on 4 September 2024 that it
had accepted GVC's bid for £1.1 billion.[8] The transaction was completed on 1 February
2024,[9] as indicated by cancellation of LSE traded shares on 2 February

2024.[10]

Products and services [ edit ]

Sports betting [ edit ]

Sports bets were the

core business at bwin, with a sports betting lineup including more than 90 different

sports; the principal customer interest is soccer. In order to boost bwin's presence in

the UK football betting market, the company launched bwinbetting in 2011. Other sports
included all popular ball-related sports, US sports as well as all major winter sports

and motorsports ranging from Formula 1 to MotoGP. "Exotic" sports such as roller
hockey, futsal and darts were also included in the daily lineup. Customers could also

find odds on a range of events outside of sports. These included bets on politics and
entertainment such as the Oscars, talent shows, the Eurovision Song Contest and "Miss"
events.[11]

Poker [ edit ]

The following types of games were offered at bwin Poker:

Texas Hold'em, Omaha, Omaha Hi/Lo, Seven Card Stud, Seven Card Stud Hi/Lo and Five-card
draw, plus house variations like Double (three hole cards, choose two, halfway between
Hold'em and Omaha). In terms of stakes, users could choose between Fixed Limit, Pot
Limit or No Limit tables. A "play money" version of the games was also available for

users to try out for free. bwin offered poker tournaments, both Sit & Go and scheduled,
and cash games (ring games). Sit & Go tournaments began as soon as the table was
completely occupied. Scheduled tournaments began at a specified time and allowed for
higher numbers of participants and the highest prize pools. In cash games the players
could join and leave whenever they wanted. bwin Poker could be played using the Mac OS
X Poker Client, the Windows Poker Client, the Java Poker Client or the Poker app for
Android or the iPhone. The Mac and Windows version offered an extensive selection of
features such as statistics and a mini-table function. The Java client was
platform-independent as it was a browser-based solution. In January 2011, bwin launched
a dedicated Poker app for the iPhone to allow real money poker. This was followed in
July 2011 by a similar application for Android-based devices. The mobile client allowed
customers to play cash games on their mobile phones. Both apps were restricted to
limited territories as permitted by local laws.[12]

PokerRoom was an online poker

cardroom founded in 1999. Licensed by the Kahnawake Gaming Commission, PokerRoom
offered both play and real money formats. Tournaments and ring games were available in
both web-browser and download client platforms, with support for both Macintosh and
Linux. PokerRoom was one of the first online poker sites to provide multi-language
support, and catered to Danish, German, Spanish, French, Italian, Russian, and Swedish
speakers. These languages were accessed via "regional sites”, many of them showing
local sponsoring for the selected region. After 10 years of operation, bwin announced

the closure of PokerRoom on 14 April 2009.[13] It was relaunched in 2012 but shut down



again on 19 February 2013.[14]

Bingo [ edit |

Following the acquisition of Cashcade in

2009, bwin.party took control of a B2C portfolio of online bingo brands including Foxy
Bingo, PartyBingo and Cheeky Bingo. Cashcade was the first company to promote online
bingo to a mass market via television advertising and was first to develop the "free
bingo" concept to attract new customers. Bwin began offering bingo at the end of
December 2009 when its Italian subsidiary, Gioco Digitale, launched bingo as the first
authorised lItalian private online gaming operator.[15]

Casino games [ edit |

bwin

offered more than 100 games, ranging from classics such as roulette or blackjack to
slot machines and casino tournaments. The casino has a longstanding tradition at bwin:
In 2001, it was introduced as a second product, after sports betting.[16] The biggest
ever casino jackpot win happened in 2014 when an individual won a little over 6 million
Euros.

Soft games [ edit ]

bwin offered more than 60 games divided into the categories

of Fortune Games, Skill Games, Mini Games and "ParaDice", as well as Backgammon. This
was the product group with the biggest potential for innovation and expansion on the
market.[17]

Legal Status [ edit ]

As the global legal framework for internet gambling

is a complicated mix of laws and regulations, bwin's situation varied depending on the
country concerned. Recently, Italy extended its online licences to include poker
tournaments, and countries such as Denmark and Spain announced their intention to
permit private operators access to their markets under stringent conditions and

controls. On the other hand, other countries maintain a state monopoly on internet
gaming, or ban it completely.

On 15 September 2006, Norbert Teufelberger and Manfred

Bodner were arrested at a press conference in La Turbie, France, for allegedly breaking
French gambling laws.[18] After an investigation, a judge released them three days
later. When France opened their market for private online gaming in June 2010, bwin
became the first operator there.

In February 2013, the Australian Communications and

Media Authority referred the Bwin arm of bwin.party to the Australian Federal Police

for contraventions of the Interactive Gambling Act. The Act prohibits gambling
companies from providing 'interactive’ gambling services to those in Australia.

Penalties for each breach, which can be for each day, areR$220,000 for individuals
andR$1.1 million for corporations.

Bwin recently sponsored football giants Real Madrid,

A.C. Milan and Bayern Munich and more recently Olympique de Marseille.[19] In October
2010, Bwin announced a sponsorship for the upcoming three football seasons in which it
would be the title sponsor of the Tacga de Portugal, named the "Bwin Cup".[20] Italy's
second tier, Serie B, has already been re-branded "Serie bwin" after a two-year
sponsorship deal was signed in July 2010.

On 16 August 2012, bwin announced it was

entering into a digital partnership with Manchester United to become the club's

official online gaming and betting partner.

In the past, many other top events in the

international and local sports world were supported by the corporation. Bwin also
sponsored the Portuguese first football league (bwinLIGA) and has been partner to clubs
such as Juventus and Werder Bremen.[21]



Bwin cooperated with the International

Basketball Association (FIBA) and has sponsored the European and World Basketball
Championships since 2006. A second basketball sponsorship is Euroleague Basketball.
Bwin's marketing and media rights agreement for Euroleague events expired in June
2014.

In the area of motorsport, the company was one of the main sponsors of the MotoGP
series. In 2012, it was the title sponsor of the races in Jerez and GP in Brno and
official partner of the Misano, Mugello and Silverstone. In December 2011, bwin
announced it would be extending its Moto GP sponsorships through 2013.

In addition,

Bwin organised numerous poker events both online and offline. One of the biggest
regular online tournaments was the ChampionChip. Special poker tournaments like the
Weekly Country Showdown or the Bwin Dailies offered a range of tournaments adjusted to
country specifics and buy-in levels. Periodically, there were launched new types and
variations of Sit & Go's. Also, several online qualifiers the Bwin user could qualify

for offline events like the World Series of Poker (WSOP), the Aussie Millions and
events on the World Poker Tour. For "poker newbies", Bwin offered the Rookie Challenge
where a new poker player had the chance to climb up several stages for free to earn
real money tickets.

The company faced some opposition in Europe over sponsorship of

sports, especially football. In 2006, the German city of Bremen banned its top football
club, Werder Bremen, from carrying the Bwin logo on its shirts.[22]

In January 2014,

the company announced major sponsorship deals with the New Jersey Devils and
Philadelphia 76ers. The combined deals included major advertising to the fans of both
teams and the creation of the Dream Seat Series, which was a series of online poker
tournaments offering ticket packages to winners and other prizes to runners-up before
every home game.[23]
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A separacdo dos EUA e a mudanca para perto do Pirinéus franceses néo faziam parte da vida de
Taylor Barnes.

Mas a medida que o custo de vida nos EUA aumentava, e a artista Los Angeles luta para
encontrar um espaco acessivel onde pudesse apoiar outros artistas.

Em 2024, Barnes se mudou para a vila medieval de Saissac na regido francesa da Aude perto do
Monte Noire.

“Considerei, entre muitas coisas onde gostaria de viver o ultimo trimestre da minha vida”, disse
Barnes a no funciona bwin .



"Eu senti que a aldeia era visualmente inspiradora, cercada por florestas de carvalhos e
pinheiroes; tantas espécies selvagens eu ndo posso contar.

A mudanca para outro pais raramente é simples, mas Barnes sentiu que esse local remoto no sul
da Franca seria um lugar ideal pra realizar seus programas de residéncia e proporcionar aos
artistas o0 espaco necessario.

“Nos EUA, o setor imobiliario e custo de vida estavam rapidamente tornando impossivel a
possibilidade do programa acessivel”, diz ela.

Barnes, que passou a vida inteira vivendo perto do oceano diz ter sentido uma "ressonancia
emocional" quando visitou Saissac pela primeira vez no funciona bwin 2024 e o ambiente
intocado da vila lembrou-a de costa na Califérnia.

Construido sobre um afloramento de granito, Saissac oferece vistas espetaculares dos Pirinéus -
cadeia que divide Franca e Espanha — com o vale abaixo. Um antigo castelo medieval fixa na
aldeia até a montanha criando uma vibragéo fantastica para os contos da cidade ndia

"A Franca parecia no funciona bwin casa", acrescenta ela, explicando que a visao de Saissac
tem o mesmo impacto emocional para si como uma vista ilimitada do oceano.

Para limitar a chance de atrasos desnecessarios durante o processo, Barnes contratou um
consultor para ajuda-la na navegacéo pelo sistema e acrescentou que era seu melhor dinheiro.
"Ele me ajudou a obter meu visto, telefone e conta bancéaria no prédio do edificio", disse ela.
Em 2024, Barnes comprou um restaurante de lagostim abandonado e transformou-o no funciona
bwin uma residéncia, a 3.1 Art Sassaic.

O edificio, que remonta a 1900s foi remodelado para oferecer aos seus hdspedes o maximo de
privacidade com espaco suficiente e espacos confortaveis.

O piso superior foi completamente transformado no funciona bwin alojamentos para artistas
visitantes, cada quarto projetado com isolamento acustico maximo que permite aos héspedes
concentrar espaco.

Os artistas visitantes tém acesso a um grande estudio que tem vista para o desfiladeiro do rio
Vernassonne, cercado por carvalho e passaros selvagens.

Barnes teve que aderir a regras rigorosas impostas pelas autoridades francesas do patriménio
artistico durante o processo de renovacao. Felizmente, um arquiteto da restauragéo ajudou-a
para navegar pelos procedimentos ”.

A sala de estar principal tem uma grande lareira aberta e um espaco para refeicdes com
biblioteca.

"Nossa cozinha é de Ultima geracdo e os moradores que gostam muito da culinéria sdo bem-
vindos", diz Barnes. “A regido inspira a experimentagédo gastronémica com todos esses
fantasticoes mercados ao ar livre, além dos produtos locais; E incrivel quantos artistas tendem
ser grandes chefes."

Uma trilha selvagem na encosta que leva ao castelo da aldeia pode ser acessada a partir do
terraco de jardim, usado para shows e exibi¢coes.

Para participar de um dos programas, realizados da primavera ao outono do ano passado e com
a participacao no funciona bwin uma residéncia residencial no pais que esta sendo realizada na
cidade é necessario aplicar os artistas para trabalharem num projeto especifico enquanto
estiverem trabalhando.

Construido na Idade Média, o antigo cenario da aldeia com suas paredes de pedra e estradas
parale

lavoir

(uma piscina de lavagem para lavar roupa) provou ser uma grande fonte da inspiracao,
transportando visitantes a outro lugar e tempo.

A areaja foi um destino popular com pintores impressionista e é provavel que partes da
paisagem tenham permanecido inalterada.

Os moradores locais sGo0 compostos por pessoas criativas e artesaos: trabalhadores da madeira,
padeiros chef’es de cozinha; jardineiro/avicultores.

Os eventos culturais organizados por Barnes foram bem assistidos pelos moradores e
expatriados, principalmente da Inglaterra.



Desde que se mudou para Saissac, Barnes diz ter abracado alegremente um estilo de vida mais
lento.

“Minha gestao do tempo passou por uma transformagéo no funciona bwin favor da ritmo de lazer
que é um dia tipico francés: almocos duas horas, semanas cinco dias trabalho e reveréncia para
feriados ou fins-de -semana”, diz ela.

Um dia tipico para ela comeca no inicio da manha com uma caminhada na floresta e ao redor do
pequeno lago local, juntamente de seu cédo Berger Blanc Suisse.

Entdo é hora de um expresso no local.

épicerie

, seguido de almogo no restaurante local Trésors d'Oc ou uma refeigcdo mais tradicional no
funciona bwin The Montagne Noire Restaurant.

Enquanto Sassaic esta sonolento no inverno, o verao traz enormes jantares de rua onde os
moradores trazem cadeiras e mesas. Além disso pratos caseiros para as aldeias vizinhas ouvir
musica nos mercados noturno

apéros

No bar local é uma obrigacgéo, diz Barnes.

"Vocé ndo viveu até que tenha visto um aumento da lua cheia sobre o campo francés no
funciona bwin uma noite de verdo amena. Eu constantemente sinto como se estivesse vivendo
dentro do charmoso filme Francés", acrescenta ela, acrescentando:

Barnes, que falava muito pouco francés quando chegou no funciona bwin 2024 tende a falar mais
suave e lentamente entre seus amigos franceses --em parte por causa da cultura.

Atualmente, ela esta fazendo aulas de francés e usando aplicativos para aprender idiomas. Mas
diz que tem sido um processo lento ”.

Quando se trata de refei¢cOes, Barnes rapidamente descobriu que os franceses sao bastante
rigorosos e aprendeu a comer no funciona bwin horarios mais definidos com restaurantes
especialmente nas pequenas aldeias trabalhando para um cronograma rigido das 12:30 as 2: 30
horas horario do almocgo.

Barnes, que tem a

Carte de Séjour

A autorizacao de residéncia renovavel, que dura cinco anos e é sustentavel no funciona bwin uma
comunidade unida mudou seus habitos sociais.

"Em Franca digo que na minha

Bonjour

Para todos que eu passo na rua, seria rude nao”, diz ela.

"Em Los Angeles eu mantenho os olhos para baixo porque seria visto como uma pessoa louca
se dissesse 'Ol4" a todos.

"Numa cidade podes facilmente andar anonimamente, mas numa aldeia todos sabem e se
preocupam contigo.

"A falta de anonimato pode ser irritante como pessoa da cidade, mas acho reconfortante que um
dia eu desapareca repentinamente ao redor do vilarejo."

Barnes ficou impressionado com o sistema de saude francés, que fornece cobertura universal
para todos os residentes legais e se sente mais confortavel no funciona bwin envelhecer na
Franca.

“E evidente para mim como é dificil envelhecer graciosamente e de forma saudavel nos EUA”, diz
ela.

"Adicionalmente, o fato de que os EUA tendem a isolar idosos e descarta-los no funciona bwin
favor da cultura juvenil ndo € um futuro atraente para mim."

Quando Barnes nao esta focada no funciona bwin seu trabalho artistico, ela gosta de explorar
pontos pouco conhecidos na area e atividades como passeios no Canal du Midi ou caminhadas
nas areas remotas da floresta do Montagne Noire.

Barnes diz que passou a confiar no funciona bwin seus amigos na aldeia, os quais fazem
chamadas importantes para ela quando enfrenta desafios e ajudam artistas presentes nos
programas dela.



"Nao sei 0 que eu faria sem meu grupo principal de amigos da aldeia”, diz ela. “Vocé nao pode
fazer uma realocacao sozinho - literalmente leva um vilarejo.”
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