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The term 3 bet is one of the most used phrases in modern poker theory, but it might be frustrating
to hear so much about a subject you barely understand if you are new to poker.

Because 3 bets have become an integral part of poker strategy nowadays, you won'’t get far
without mastering this concept.

While the definition of 3bet looks pretty simple, there are much more to 3 bets than meets the
eye, and we will discuss everything you need to know in this article. But first, let us answer the
guestion of what is a 3bet in poker.

What is a 3 Bet In Poker?

There are pre-flop and postflop 3-bets, but we will be talking about the one most poker players
refer to when they mention the term, which is the pre-flop 3 bet.

In poker, the term 3 bet describes a raise made after the initial raise pre-flop.

Most beginners don’'t understand why the 3-bet is called like that when it is the second and not
the third raise pre-flop. Well, the blinds are considered the first bet, the first raise pre-flop is
considered the 2-bet, and thus the second raise pre-flop is considered a 3-bet.

For example, if you are playing 2/4 No Limit Holdem.

Before the start of the hand, the small blind and the big blind post their blinds. It is a blind bet,
which is what confuses newbie players, but a bet nonetheless.

Let’s say that the UTG raises toR$10, and the CO makes a bet toR$25.

Essentially, the UTG's raise is the second bet made pre-flop - the “2 bet,” while the CO’s re-raise
is the third bet made pre-flop - the “3 bet.”

The important thing to note is that only when the player reraises the 2nd bet is his bet considered
a 3 bet.

If instead of reraising, the CO just made a call of the UTGR$10 raise, his bet would not be
considered a 3 bet.

What Is A Squeeze Bet?

If a player makes a raise pre-flop, one or more players make a call, and then a player makes a 3
bet, this 3 bet is called a squeeze bet.

This type of 3 bet is called a squeeze bet because the purpose of this bet is to squeeze as many
opponents from the hand as possible and thus increase the 3 bettor's chances of winning the pot.
Because of the bet's nature and purpose, squeeze bets are made with larger amounts of money
or chips than standard 3 bets.

3 Bet Strategy - Why do Poker Players 3 Bet

Now that you know what 3 betting is, it is time to learn why and how poker players use 3 betting to



increase their win rate.

3 Betting For Value

In situations where they have a premium hand, poker players use 3 bets to build up the pot and
extract as much value from their opponents as possible.

Imagine a situation in which you are playing 0.5/1 NL Holdem

The action is folded to the CO, who makes a raise toR$2.5, and you are sitting on the BTN with
As Ad.

In this situation, it is undeniable that you have a better hand (or, in the worst possible scenario,
the same hand) than the CO and that you should try to make your opponent put more money in
the pot with an inferior holding.

You can only do this by 3 betting him toR$8 or so. By doing this, you are immediately increasing
the pot fromR$4 toR$12 and opening the action again by giving your opponent a chance to make
additional raises.

3 Betting As A Bluff

The main reason why poker players 3 bet as a bluff is to balance their ranges and to disguise
their value 3 bets.

Imagine if you were only 3 betting premium hands, it wouldn’t take long for your opponents to
realize this and start folding to your 3 bets and thus prevent you from extracting value from with
your good hands.

To prevent this from happening, poker players incorporate bluffs into their 3 bet ranges. To be
clear, bluff 3 bets are hands that you reraise your opponent pre-flop with the intention of taking the
pot down without a showdown.

Imagine a situation in which you are playing 0.25/0.5 NL Holdem

The action is folded to the CO, who makes a raise toR$1.25, and you are sitting on the BTN with
As 5s.

In this situation, your hand is a bit too weak to call and too weak to 3-bet for value, so it makes for
a solid 3-bet bluff candidate, especially because the A blocks some of your opponent's strong
hands.

So you can use this hand to keep your opponent guessing whether you are 3 betting for value or
are betting as a bluff.

Adding 3 bet bluffs to your game will earn you a lot of uncontested pots that you will take down
pre-flop. On top of that, you will have multiple chances to win pots post-flop, continuing your
aggression even when you miss.

While the concept of 3 bet bluffing is much more complex, we hope that this is enough to explain
why you should add this play in your arsenal, and you can keep studying how to do it properly.

3 Betting Strategy - Most Common 3 Betting Situations

Now that you are familiar with the main reasons poker players 3 bets, we will mention some of the
most common 3 betting situations.

Building The Pot

We already mentioned this, so we will keep it short and try to give you reasons and specific
situations so that you can get a better idea of how building the pot depends not only on your
holdings but also on game dynamics, your opponent's style of play and positions at the table.

So, in the previous example in which you had AA, the situation was pretty clear because of the
strength of your hand. However, in most situations, the strength of your hand will not be enough
to decide if you should 3 bet to build the pot or not.

For example, if a player opens from UTG and you hold JJ in the HJ, should you 3 bet for value, or
should you just call? How should you approach this spot?

Well, the first thing you want to consider is the positions. In this case, you have a premium hand,
but the player is opening from UTG, so he will have a much stronger range than usual.

The second thing you want to consider is your opponent's style of play:

Is the tight, or is he loose?

Is he passive or aggressive?

Is he a weaker player or a solid regular?



And the third thing that can help you make a good decision is thinking about the game dynamics.
Do you have experience with this player where the hand went to showdown? Have you seen him
make unorthodox moves, or does he play GTO strategy?

If the answer to these questions is, for example, that your opponent is a solid aggressive regular
who understands the game very well and knows his opening ranges, you are better off with just
calling your JJ instead of 3 betting as you will probably get action only from hands that beat you.
3-bettingOn the other hand, if you are up against recreational players who play loose and open
many hands even from UTG, you are much better off 3-betting and isolating this player to play a
heads-up pot.

Isolating Weak Players

This is another way in which good poker players use 3 betting to increase their win rate. As you
may already assume, it can be used only in specific situations.

This requires a weaker opponent that plays a lot of pots with questionable hands, does not pay
much attention to positions and game dynamics, and calls 3 bets too wide.

If a good poker player has this type of opponent at his table, he will widen his 3 betting ranges to
isolate this player and play as many pots against him heads up as possible.

For example, if an opponent opens from the HJ, and you are sitting in the CO with AT (which is
not a standard 3 bet for value in this situation), you should consider 3 betting instead of calling
because if other players at the table know that your opponent is a weaker player, they will also call
with wider ranges to try and get involved which will ultimately lower your chances of winning the
hand.

The main principle for this kind of 3 bet with weaker holdings is that you can use your skill
advantage over your opponent to make up for the weaker range postflop. On top of that, such
players will likely call down way too wide, so you will still have a range advantage, to begin with.
Thinning The Field

This is the concept we already mentioned when we talked about squeeze 3 betting, and it is
another great example of how good poker players use the slightest of information to gain an edge
over their opponents.

There are two situations where 3 bets are used to thin the field.

First, let's say that the action is folded to CO, who makes a raise, the BTN calls, SB folds, and
you are in the BB with QQ.

In this situation, apart from building the pot, you want to make a 3 bet squeeze to try and get
heads up against one of your opponents (preferably the BTN because he has a capped range).
The reason why you want to play against one player and not two is that the more players are in
the pot, the less equity your hand has.

For example, if CO has AJ and BTN has KT, combined, they have 2 overcards to your QQ, but if
you manage to squeeze out one of your opponents, it leaves only 1 overcard. Of course, itis a
very simplified example of concrete hands rather than ranges, but it is a good way to illustrate this
point.

The second situation in which you might want to thin the field with a 3 bet is when there is a
weaker opponent in the hand which you want to isolate.

For example, UTG folds, HJ makes a raise, CO and BTN fold, a weaker player in the SB calls,
and you are in the BB with AJ.

In this situation, a 3 bet squeeze is a good way to try and push out the regular from the hand and
get heads up against the weaker player with a capped range.

Taking Initiative

The main reason why good poker players play aggressively is that this style of play gives them
more opportunities to win the pot. And the best way to take the initiative pre-flop is to make a 3
bet.

To prove our point, let’'s analyze two scenarios where we 3bet in the first situation and just call in
the second.

Let’s say that the action folds to CO, who raises with As Ts, the player on the BTN has Ad Jc and
decides just to make a call, and the SB and BB fold.



The flop comes Ks 7d Qc, and the CO bets a third of the pot, B calls with a gutshot.

The turn is a 5h, the CO makes a half-pot bet, and the BTN folds because he is not getting the
right price.

Now, let’s take the same scenario, but instead of calling pre-flop, the BTN makes a 3 bet, and the
CO calls.

The flop comes Ks 7d Qc, the CO checks to the pre-flop raiser, B bets a third of the pot, and the
CO calls.

The turn is a 5h, the BTN makes a half-pot bet, and the CO folds because he is not getting the
right price.

As you can see, because he made a 3 bet pre-flop instead of just calling, the BTN took the
initiative in the hand, allowing him to be the aggressor post-flop and take the pot down.

Final Thoughts On 3 Betting In Poker

If you are new to 3 betting, you first want to learn to recognize situations in which you are 3
betting for value and in which you are 3 betting as a bluff. Many newbie players struggle to
answer when asked if they are 3 betting for value or as a bluff, but knowing the answer to this
question is the first step in developing a good 3-betting strategy.

Another thing you want to do is learn how to recognize different 3 betting situations based on
factors such as the skill of your opponents, game dynamics, positions, and stack sizes.
Mastering each of these elements will do wonders for your 3 betting games and make you a
nightmare for your opponents.

Free Account

If you're not quite sure whether to take the plunge and join pokercode, why not sign up for a free
account?

By signing up for a free account you will benefit from:

Access to a list of curated study content, including one of Fedor’s study videos

Participate in our free public coaching

An inside look at how the Pokercode community studies

Sign up now and don’t miss out!

This will also give you a few days to see what the content is like here at pokercode, before
deciding if you want to take the step into our paid offering.
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India realiza a maior eleicdo geral de onabet in lotion histéria

A india acaba de realizar a maior eleicéo geral de onabet in lotion histéria, um exercicio
impressionante de democracia que durou cerca de seis semanas. Os resultados finais serdo



anunciados na terga-feira.

O primeiro-ministro Narendra Modi disputa uma rara terceira eleicdo consecutiva no poder,
contra uma alianca de partidos de oposicdo que busca derrota-lo.

Uma vitéria de Modi seria a primeira vez que um lider conquista trés eleicdes consecutivas desde
gue o primeiro primeiro-ministro da India o fez onabet in lotion 1962.

Populacao:

Com uma populacgao superior a 1,4 bilhdo de pessoas, cerca de 969 milhdes eram elegiveis para
votar - mais que as populacdes da América do Norte e da Unido Europeia combinadas.

Isso significa que cerca de 12% da populacdo mundial era elegivel para votar.

Acerca de 642 milhdes de pessoas votaram nas elei¢des, de acordo com Rajiv Kumar, o chefe
da Comisséao Eleitoral da India.

O numero de mulheres registradas para votar aumentou onabet in lotion 40 milhdes desde a
tltima eleicdo onabet in lotion 2024, e mais de 20 milhdes de eleitores entre 18-29 anos foram
adicionados a lista de eleitores.

Como funcionou a eleigéo:

Os indianos votaram onabet in lotion 543 assentos na camara baixa do parlamento.

O partido que vencera uma maioria nomeara um de seus candidatos vitoriosos como primeiro-
ministro e formara um governo no poder.

As votacBes comecaram onabet in lotion 19 de abril e terminaram onabet in lotion 1° de junho.
No entanto, a contagem é realizada onabet in lotion um anico dia, 4 de junho.

Alguns estados tiveram apenas um dia para votar, enquanto os estados mais populosos do norte,
Uttar Pradesh, e os estados orientais de Bihar e West Bengal, com uma populacéao estimada
combinada de 475 milhdes, votaram onabet in lotion sete dias.

Como as pessoas votaram:

Do pico mais alto do Himalaia aos remotos bosques dos estados centrais da india, os votos
foram lancados eletronicamente onabet in lotion mais de 1 milhdo de estacbes de votacdo no
pais - um aumento de 1,2% no nimero de estacfes onabet in lotion relacédo a eleicdo anterior.

Essa operacao exigiu cerca de 15 milh&es de funcionérios e pessoal de seguranga durante as
elei¢cdes, com alguns dos funcionarios eleitorais viajando por estrada, barco, camelo, trem e
helicépteros para alcancar os cidadaos da India.
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