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How to Play Texas Hold'em Poker: Holdem Rules & Hands

If you want to learn how to play Texas hold'em games, then you need to start from the basic rules
and hands. That's exactly what you'll find on this beginner's guide to the game.

Texas holdem is a simple poker game, but it can be daunting to get to grips with.

But don't let that put you off. By the time you are down with this beginner's guide to Texas
hold'em poker, you will know:

Here we go over the poker rules for Texas Hold'em.

1. What Is Texas Hold'em Poker?

Texas Hold'em is the most popular of all poker variations.

All of the marquee tournaments around the world (including those played at the World Series of
Poker, the World Poker Tour, the and the European Poker Tour) feature the no-limit variation of
this game.

Texas hold'em is so popular that is the only poker game many players will ever learn.

It takes a moment to learn, but a lifetime to master.

Discovering how to play Texas hold'em poker is not difficult and the simplicity of its rules,
gameplay, and hand-ranking all contribute to the popularity of the game.

However, don't let the simplicity of the game mislead you.

The number of possible situations and combinations is so vast that Texas hold'em can be an
extremely complex game when you play at the highest levels.

If you are approaching the game of Texas hold'em for the first time, starting from the basic rules
of the game is key. Not only these are the easiest ones to learn, but they are also essential to
understand the gameplay and, later on, the game's basic strategy.

2. Texas Hold'em Poker Rules

So how do you play Texas hold'em?

The goal of a Texas hold'em game is to use your hole cards in combination with the community
cards to make the best possible five-card poker hand.

Hold'em is not unlike other poker games like five-card draw.

However, the way players construct their hands in Texas hold'em is a little different than in draw
poker.

It's always possible a player can "bluff* and get others to fold better hands.

In a game of Texas hold'em, each player is dealt two cards face down (the ' hole cards ')

") Over several betting rounds, five more cards are (eventually) dealt face up in the middle of the



table

These face-up cards are called the 'community cards.' Each player is free to use the community
cards in combination with their hole cards to build a five-card poker hand.

5 community cards

While we will see each betting round and different phase that forms a full hand of a Texas
hold'em game, you should know that the five community cards are dealt in three stages:

The Flop: the first three community cards.

the first three community cards. The Turn: the fourth community card.

the fourth community card. The River:The fifth and final community card.

Your mission is to construct your five-card poker hands using the best available five cards out of
the seven total cards (your two hole cards and the five community cards).

You can do that by using both your hole cards in combination with three community cards, one
hole card in combination with four community cards, or no hole cards.

If the cards on the table lead to a better combination, you can also play all five community cards
and forget about yours.

In a game of Texas hold'em you can do whatever works to make the best five-card hand.

If the betting causes all but one player to fold, the lone remaining player wins the pot without
having to show any cards.

For that reason, players don't always have to hold the best hand to win the pot. It's always
possible a player can 'bluff' and get others to fold better hands.

READ ALSO: Common Poker Tells: How to Read People in Poker

If two or more players make it all of the way to the showdown after the last community card is
dealt and all betting is complete, the only way to win the pot is to have the highest-ranking five-
card poker hand.

Now that you know the basics of Texas hold'em and you start to begin gaining an understanding
of how the game works, it's time to get into some specifics.

These include how to deal Texas hold'em and how the betting works.

Basic Rules Key Takeaways: A game of Texas hold'em feature several betting rounds

Players get two private and up to five community cards

Unless all players abandon the game before the showdown, you need the highest poker hand to
win

Download the PokerNews Quick Guide to Texas Hold’em Understand the Texas Holdem Poker
Rules with the 1-page handout and join the other players and get involved in the game for your
chance to win. Download

Before you start learning the rules, here's everything you need to host your own poker game!
How to Play Texas Holdem Poker

Let's have a look at all the different key aspects of a Texas hold'em game, including the different
positions at the table and the betting rounds featured in the game.

The Button

The play moves clockwise around the table, starting with action to the left of the dealer button.
The 'button’ is a round disc that sits in front of a player and is rotated one seat to the left every
hand.

When playing in casinos and poker rooms, the player with the dealer button doesn't deal the cards
(the poker room hires someone to do that).

When you play poker home games with friends the player with the button usually deals the hands.
The button determines which player at the table is the acting dealer.

The first two players sitting to the immediate left of the button are required to post a 'small blind'
and a 'big blind' to initiate the betting.

From there, the action occurs on multiple streets:

Preflop

Flop

Turn

River



Each one of these moments (or 'streets' in the game's lingo) is explained further below.

The button determines which player at the table is the acting dealer.

In Texas hold'em, the player on button, or last active player closest to the button receives the last
action on all post-flop streets of play.

While the dealer button dictates which players have to post the small and big blinds, it also
determines where the dealing of the cards begins.

The player to the immediate left of the dealer button in the small blind receives the first card and
then the dealer pitches cards around the table in a clockwise motion from player to player until
each has received two starting cards.

READ ALSO: Poker Positions Explained: the Importance of Position in Poker

The Blinds

Two “Hole Cards” are dealt face down and the first round of betting begins

Before every new hand begins, two players at the table are obligated to post small and big blinds.
The blinds are forced bets that begin the wagering.

Without these blinds, the game would be very boring because no one would be required to put
any money into the pot and players could just wait around until they are dealt pocket aces (AA)
and only play then.

The blinds ensure there will be some level of ‘action' on every hand.

In tournaments, the blinds are raised at regular intervals. In cash games, the blinds always stay
the same.

In tournaments, the blinds are raised at regular intervals.

As the number of players keeps decreasing and the stacks of the remaining players keep getting
bigger, it is a necessity that the blinds keep increasing throughout a tournament.

throughout a tournament. In cash games, the blinds always stay the same.

The player directly to the left of the button posts the small blind, and the player to his or her direct
left posts the big blind.

The small blind is generally half the amount of the big blind, although this stipulation varies from
room to room and can also be dependent on the game being played.

In a "$1/$2" Texas hold'em game, the small blind isR$1 and the big blind isR$2.

First Betting Round: Preflop

Two “Hole Cards” are dealt face down and the first round of betting begins

The first round of betting takes place right after each player has been dealt two hole cards.

The first player to act is the player to the left of the big blind.

This position referred to as 'under the gun' because the player has to act first. The first player has
three options:

Call: match the amount of the big blind

match the amount of the big blind Raise: increase the bet within the specific limits of the game
increase the bet within the specific limits of the game Fold: throw the hand away

If the player chooses to fold, he or she is out of the game and no longer eligible to win the current
hand.

Players can bet anywhere from the amount of the big blind (the minimum bet allowed) up to the
total amount in the current pot.

The amount a player can raise to depends on the game that is being played.

In a game of no-limit Texas hold'em, the minimum opening raise must be at least twice the big
blind, and the maximum raise can be all of the chips a player has in his or her stack (an "all-in"
bet).

There are other betting variations in hold'em poker.

In fixed-limit hold'em (or just "limit hold'em), a raise is always exactly twice the big blind.

In pot-limit hold'em (played much less often than the other variations), players can bet anywhere
from the amount of the big blind (the minimum bet allowed) up to the total amount in the current
pot.

After the first player (‘'under the gun') acts, the play proceeds in a clockwise fashion around the
table with each player also having the same three options — to call, to raise, or fold.



Once the last bet is called and the action is 'closed,’ the preflop round is over and play moves on
to the "flop."

Second Betting Round: The Flop

Three community cards are dealt on the table and a new betting round betting.

After the first preflop betting round has been completed, the first three community cards are dealt
and a second betting round follows involving only the players who have not folded already.

A check simply means to pass the action to the next player in the hand.

In this betting round (and subsequent ones), the action starts with the first active player to the left
of the button.

Along with the options to bet, call, fold, or raise, a player now has the option to ‘check’ if no betting
action has occurred beforehand.

A check simply means to pass the action to the next player in the hand.

Again betting continues until the last bet or raise has been called (which closes the action).

It also can happen that every player simply chooses not to be and checks around the table, which
also ends the betting round.

Third Betting Round: The Turn

The fourth community card is called the “Turn” and again a new round of betting starts.

Call — match the amount of the big blind

The fourth community card, called the turn, is dealt face-up following all betting action on the flop.
Once this has been completed, another round of betting occurs, similar to that on the previous
street of play.

Again players have the option to check, bet, call, fold, or raise.

Final Betting Round: The River

The last community card is called the “River”. This is followed by a last round of betting and finally
the “Showdown”

Fold — throw the hand away

The fifth community card, called the river, is dealt face-up following all betting action on the turn.
Once this has been completed, another round of betting occurs, similar to what took play on the
previous street of play.

Once more the remaining players have the option to options to check, bet, call, fold, or raise.
After all betting action has been completed, the remaining players in the hand with hole cards now
expose their holdings to determine a winner. This is called the showdown.

The Showdown

The player with the best combination of five cards wins

Players construct their hands by choosing the five best cards from the seven available

The remaining players show their hole cards, and with the assistance of the dealer, a winning
hand is determined.

The player with the best combination of five cards wins the pot according to the official poker hand
rankings.

3. The Hand Rankings in Texas Hold'em Poker

These hand rankings aren't specifically part of Texas hold'em rules, but apply to many different
poker games.

Royal Flush — five cards of the same suit, ranked ace through ten; e.g., A K Q J 10

— five cards of the same suit, ranked ace through ten; e.g., Straight Flush — five cards of the
same suit and consecutively ranked; e.g.,9 8 7 6 5

— five cards of the same suit and consecutively ranked; e.g., Four of a Kind — four cards of the
samerank;e.g.,Q Q Q Q 4

— four cards of the same rank; e.g., Full House — three cards of the same rank and two more
cards of the same rank; e.g.,J J J 8 8

— three cards of the same rank and two more cards of the same rank; e.g., Flush — any five
cards of the same suit;e.g., A J 8 5 2

— any five cards of the same suit; e.g., Straight — any five cards consecutively ranked; e.g., Q J
10 9 8



— any five cards consecutively ranked; e.g., Three of a Kind — three cards of the same rank;
eg.,88 8K 14

— three cards of the same rank; e.g., Two Pair — two cards of the same rank and two more
cards of the same rank;e.g.,A AJ J 7

— two cards of the same rank and two more cards of the same rank; e.g., One Pair — two cards
of the same rank; e.g., 10 10 9 4 2

— two cards of the same rank; e.g., High Card — five unmatched cards; e.g., AJ1052 would be
called "ace-high"

Download the PokerNews Ultimate Guide to Texas Hold’em An intro to Texas Holdem, strategy,
rules and styles of play, all combined for you to understand Texas Holdem with this ultimate
guide. Download

Players construct their hands by choosing the five best cards from the seven available (their two
hole cards and the five community cards).

If the board is showing 95K3A, a player with the two hole cards A9 would have two pair (aces and
nines) and would lose to a player who has 99 for three of a kind (three nines).

Learning hold'em poker begins with understanding how hands are dealt and the order of play as
described above.

Of course, learning Texas hold'em rules is just the beginning, as the next step is to learn strategy
which involves understanding what constitutes good starting hand selection, the odds and
probabilities associated with the game, the significance of position and getting to act last during
those post-flop betting rounds, and many other aspects of the game. This is where the
PokerNews Poker Odds Calculator can help you.

Want to Find Out the Odds? By using the PokerNews Texas Hold’em Poker Odds Calculator you
can calculate your chances on a given hand, in any situation! Try it now

4. How to Play Texas Hold'em Poker Games Online For Free or Real Money

Now that you know how Texas Hold'em works, it's time to put the theory into practice and play
your first games.

The best way to start playing Texas Hold'em is to start from these free online poker games and
then move up to the real money action only when you feel comfortable enough to do so.

All the 'must-have poker rooms' below offer free games to practice online.

If you are completely new to the game, you should go for play money options, first. These risk-
free games with fake money are an excellent way to familiarise with the different moments of play
and the betting rounds.

The play money games are a great way to learn more about the hand rankings and begin to read
the board fast enough to take all the right decisions at the right time.

After that, you should more to the poker freerolls. These are free poker tournaments with actual
prizes on tap that range from free money to free entries into more expensive real money poker
games.

How to Play Texas Hold'em Poker FAQs
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Conheca o que significa "1x2" nas apostas descomplicadas da ZEbet e como € possivel obter
altas chances, depositos e retiradas rapidos, além de opcdes de mercado multiplos e a melhor
experiéncia de apostas ao vivo.

1x2: Um Guia Simplificado para Apostas Esportivas

Se tem duavidas sobre como funciona a aposta 1x2, este artigo € para vocé! Aqui estd uma
explicacédo detalhada, juntamente com exemplos, para Ihe ajudar a compreender o
funcionamento das apostas esportivas mais facilmente.

Possibilidades

Significado

Hoje, os locais de poker legal tém regras escritas que eles ndo postam nas paredes. e eu sei



também elas Nao sdo muito boas.que nao permitem apostar nada, exceto fichas e estavam na
mesa antes do acordo, com a pequena excec¢édo de que um jogador pode ser capaz e colocar
dinheiro na mesa durante o negocio ou pedir ao revendedor para confirmar. O dinheiro....?

O pequeno cego coloca R$1, e o big blindR R$2. Os cartbes sao distribuidos,o jogador
diretamente a esquerda do triG Blind comeca a rodada de apostas pré-flop.Em um jogo sem
limite, este jogador pode apostar qualquer quantia e até todos os seus / suas chips chips. Se este
jogador apostar os R$200, isto é conhecido como ir Tudo pronto.

free bet bonus :estrela bet é confiavel

Abaixo da fonte arcaica do mastro de Washington Post, seu lema é impresso free bet bénus
italico floreio: "A democracia morre na escuridao”.

A publicacao foi envolta free bet bdnus free bet bénus propria nuvem negra nesta semana, com
uma crise agravando provocando temores entre funcionarios - e comentaristas da midia- sobre
0S nOVOos executivos seniores britanicos no centro de suas operacgoes.

O presidente-executivo britanico do Post, Sir William Lewis — ex editor da Wall Street Journal que
assumiu o papel free bet bénus janeiro de jornalistas cegos no inicio desta semana ao anunciar a
saida e um dos seus antigos tenentes como redator Robert Winnett assumira as rédeas ap0s
uma eleicdo nos EUA.

Lewis — trazido para reviver as fortunas do Post, que viu fortes queda nos leitores e na receita - ja
estava sob escrutinio antes desta nomeacao surpresa.

Na midia americana, foram levantadas questdes sobre free bet bédnus propria conduta passada e
presente — incluindo acusac¢fes nesta semana de que ele tentou matar historias negativas a seu
respeito.

Como uma eleigao fundamental dos EUA se aproxima, essas ansiedades estdo agora
misturando-se com preocupacao sobre a possibilidade de algo como o que aconteceu no Daily
Telegraph poderia estar reservado para os Post. Um papel confidvel antes considerado na centro
direita da politica O jornal tem avancado cada vez mais nas margens nos ultimos anos abracado
lideres populistas e suas ideias; Essas mudancas ocorreram apos as saida do Lewis mas
enquanto Winnett estava free bet bédnus um importante cargo:

No entanto, foi o papel que Lewis assumiu depois de deixar a Telegraph e ter sido colocado free
bet bonus destaque nas Ultimas semanas.

Lewis foi contratado por Rupert Murdoch como Gerente Geral do Grupo de News Group Jornais
(NGN) free bet bénus 2010 - e um dos seus papéis-chave era gerenciar as consequéncias da
fraude telefonica.

Isso irrompeu quando surgiu o tabléide News of the World de Murdoch, que havia interceptados
0s correios vocais dos politicos e celebridades da familia real.

A NGN esté sendo processada nos tribunais civis pelo principe Harry e outros por alegacoes de
coleta ilegal da informag&o —e documentos legais que fazem parte do caso referéncia Lewis.
Sally Buzbee free bet bonus Nova York, 2024..

{img}: Chuck Zoeller/AP

Em alegacdes que ainda nao foram testadas no tribunal e anteriormente negadas por Lewis,
advogados do principe alegam a participacdo de Louis na exclusdo dos milhdes potencialmente
incriminatorios.

A raiva dentro da redacdo do Washington Post se intensificou no final desta quarta-feira ap6s um
relatorio New York Times que o editor de saida Buzbee havia entrado free bet bonus confronto
com Lewis, na metade maio sobre a publicagdo ou ndo dum artigo referenciando papel alegado
por ele nas consequéncias dos ataques.

Lewis pareceu reconhecer ter falado com Buzbee, mas disse que néo a pressionou "de forma
alguma". Ele falou isso free bet bdnus um e-mail para uma jornalista do Post.

O jornalista do One Post disse: "No Washington post, o editor e CEO estao proibidos de
direcionar conteudo free bet bonus qualquer forma. Esse parece ser um padrao no Reino Unido



onde alguns papéis parecem serem usados como maquinas pessoais".

Um relatdrio separado da NPR publicado na quinta-feira acusou Lewis de tentar matar uma
histéria semelhante free bet bonus dezembro, que incluiu a acusacao do jornalista David
Folkenflik disse ao jornal britanico The New York Times. O repérter dos jornais norte americanos
sobre o caso afirmou ter oferecido entrevista exclusiva para ele se deixasse cair essa noticia no
futuro das publica¢des publicas e ndo fosse por acaso ou sem motivo algum!

A alegacao sobre Lewis levou alguns jornalistas do Post a considerar se era hora de fazer um
apelo direto ao proprietario, Jeff Bezos.

Segundo uma fonte familiarizada com discussdes internas.

Lewis chamou o relatério NPR de "ndo-historia”.

Lewis e 0 Washington Post ndo quiseram comentar ao Guardian.

O anudncio desta semana de que Winnett, o vice-editor do Telegraph na dltima década s vezes a
eleicao teria provocado mais preocupacdes sobre as praticas jornalisticaes consideradas
inaceitaveis nos EUA (o veterano da WSJ Matt Murray vai comandar uma redacgéo até
novembro).)

Winnett esteve envolvido no pagamento relatado de 110.000 (US R$ 140 mil) para documentos
gue expdem despesas parlamentares britanicas No Reino Unido, a histéria levou a um grande
namero das renuncias e varios processos judiciais por Lewis and the Telegraph free bet bdnus
varias premiacdes jornalistica... [

Mas um pagamento desse tipo seria visto como uma violagdo dos codigos éticos jornalisticos
americanos.

Um episodio que recebeu muito menos atencao envolve alegagfes de, enquanto trabalhava
como reporter sénior no Sunday Times. Winnett estava envolvido free bet bénus uma operacéo
secreta envolvendo a jornalista estagiaria Claire Newell (agora editora do Telegraph).

De acordo com um relato no livro Flat Earth News de Nick Davies, o ex-repoérter investigativo do
Guardian que expds os escandalos da pirataria hacker Winnett e uma colega alugaram escritério
para administrar Newell — entdo free bet bonus seus 20 anos - quem havia se inscrito numa
agéncia secretariada fornecendo digitadores aos departamentos governamentais.

Newell foi preso, de acordo com uma conta do Guardian na época mas nunca processado. Na
altura o Sunday Times recusou-se a comentar dizendo que né&o discutiu sobre as fontes e nem
respondeu ao pedido recente para comentérios da fonte free bet bénus questéo

Tal operacao ndo teria sido permitida no Post, onde as diretrizes declaram: "Na coleta de noticias
os jornalistas nunca deturparéo free bet bonus identidade ou ocupagao"”.

Ex-colegas de Winnett o descreveram como um operador habilidoso, impulsionado pelo desejo
free bet bbnus desenterrar sujeira ao invés da ideologia distinta. "Ele € uma pessoa noticiosa",
disse alguém que vocé quer comandar numa crise."

A sede do Washington Post free bet b6nus 2024 é o The WWD.

{img}: Pablo Martinez Monsivaveis/AP {img}grafia

Um colega disse que foi uma grande perda para o Telegraph, acrescentando: "Ele é um cara
muito legal e extremamente afiado.

Varios também notaram a proximidade entre Lewis e Winnett, com um ex-colega dizendo: "Ele
vai realizar o que Will quiser”.

Em um endosso que provavelmente tornaria os jornalistas do Post blanh, a nomeagéo de Winnett
foi vista como uma coisa boa pelo nacionalista e aliado da direita Trump Steve Bannon.

O papel que Winnett deixa para tras mudou de todo o reconhecimento nos ultimos anos — uma
fonte preocupante no Post e free bet bdnus outros lugares dos EUA, onde ele desempenhou um
importante papéis ao responsabilizar Donald Trump durante seu primeiro mandato.
Observadores da midia e varios ex-jornalistas do Telegraph disseram ao Guardian como ele se
afastou de seu conservadorismo tradicional no meio das estradas para um papel populista muito
mais dificil, muitas vezes direitista.

"No passado, uma boa fila entre aristocratas ou entrevista com celebridades Ihe daria um
exemplo”, disse o ex-repérter. “Agora eles estéo interessados free bet bénus guerras culturais e



todo especialista tem que irritando os leitores sobre algo ‘acordado’ na batida deles”.

O Telegraph foi ferozmente pré-Brexit, enquanto a analise do site climatico DeSmog descobriu
gue 85% de suas opinides sobre 0 meio ambiente durante um periodo seis meses foram
"antiverdes". As manchetees das pecas com comentarios por Allister Heath.

Foi o Telegraph que defendeu com entusiasmo a conservadora Liz Trus para se tornar primeira-
ministra britanica free bet bénus 2024 apds free bet bénus rendncia de Boris Johnson.

Uma coluna de lider no artigo previu que "uma festa unida free bet bénus torno da agenda
extraordinariamente excitante pré-crescimento e antiinflacdo poderia logo desfrutar do
ressurgimento das pesquisas”.

Dentro de semanas, Trusse havia renunciado a free bet bénus rendncia por ter batiado a
economia com um orgamento calamitoso e ridicularizada. As classificagdes do partido néo se
recuperaram desde ent&o

Lewis, que no ano passado recebeu um titulo de cavaleiro por outra ex-estrela do Telegraph o
antigo primeiro ministro britanico Boris Johnson foi franco sobre as dificuldades dos Post free bet
bonus uma recente reunido da equipe.

Segundo uma gravacao obtida pelo New York Times, ele disse que a publicacdo viu seu publico
cair 50% desde 2024, e estava enfrentando perdas de BR R$ 70 milhdes no ano passado.

"N&o vamos dar-lhe capa de aglcar. Precisa virar a volta, certo?" ele disse."Estamos perdendo
grandes quantidades do dinheiro ”. Seu publico diminuiu pela metade nos ultimos anos As
pessoas ndo estdo lendo suas coisas".

Dentro da redacao, jornalistas que falaram com o Guardian sob condi¢do de anonimato disseram
ser vistos como um "momento mascarado” no qual Lewis - inicialmente bem-vindo e visto por ele
mesmo free bet bonus uma situacdo autodepreciativa britdnica — subitamente se tornou ousado
ao dizer aos reporteres: “Vocés fizeram besteira.

O ex-editor do Financial Times, Lionel Barber disse que Lewis estava certo ao dizer algo tinha
dado "drasticamente errado" no Post e uma acao rapida foi necessaria.

"Se vocé for todo outsider, e tentar trazer a revolugéo de fora para dentro do mundo exterior?
arrisca-se um choque cultural muito sério”, disse ele. A possivel percepcéo no interior da redagéo
- dois'redcoats' cobrando free bet bénus que pode néo ter qualquer compreensao profunda sobre
Washington nem mesmo América — arriscaram alienar pessoal.”

A mudanca de visdo do Lewis dentro da publicacéo estava free bet bonus exibicdo semanas
atras, quando um colunista falando numa reunido na prefeitura disse publicamente aos leitores
gue o leitor ficaria "perplexo” com a ideia dos pagamentos por produtos diminuidos. Quando ele
perguntou se os seus clientes estariam “americanos irritado” — ou seja zangadoou britanico
chateado -a piada caiu no chdo e ninguém riu disso!
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